
      FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

GREETINGS BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF LOCAL 551

I would like to thank the membership once again for re-electing me as President of Local 551. I’m looking forward to working with all of the new Executive Board members for the next three years. Congratulations to each of you on your win! The list of Executive Board officers below were installed after the June 17, 2010 membership meeting.

President- Carlo Bishop                                                                         Sergeant-At-Arms- Jason Wachowski

Vice-President- Kenya Townsend                                                       Guide – Wayne Davis

Recording Secretary – Mindy Capps                                                   Chairman – Grant Morton

Financial Secretary – Scott Houldieson                                              Unit Committee – Coby Millender

Trustee- Dino Salas                                                                                 Unit Committee – Fred Weems

Trustee- Cheryl White                                                                            Unit Committee – Jeff Bacon

Trustee- Angela Dulaney

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS OF LOCAL 551 AND CHICAGO ASSEMBLY PLANT

On June 1st, the Local and Chicago Assembly Plant started receiving UAW Brothers and Sisters from various plants throughout the Ford system. So far 112 members have transferred to Chicago Assembly and more are expected in the next several months. There will be a total of 418 transfers coming to Chicago Assembly Plant. We as Brothers and Sisters of the UAW should welcome them all with open arms and treat them with respect as they go through their transition. Transferring to a new plant in a new area can be stressful as some of you know because you have been through it. Please help these members with information on schools, neighborhoods, transportation and church’s in the Illinois and Indiana areas.

CAP COMMITTEE V-CAP RAFFLE

Once again it is time to kick off our annual V-Cap ticket sales and V-Cap check-off for monthly contributions. V-Cap is an independent political committee created by the UAW. This committee doesn’t ask for or accept authorization from any candidate and no candidate is responsible for its activities. The UAW V-Cap uses the money it receives to make political contributions and expenditures in connection with federal, state and local elections. Contributions to UAW V-Cap are voluntary and are not a condition of membership in the union or employment with the company. The price of the raffle tickets are $2.00 each. This year’s Region 4 grand prize will be a check for the amount of $15,000 (less 25% mandatory income tax withholding). The drawing will be at the UAW Fall Region 4 Conference held in Ottawa, IL on October 2, 2010. Cap Committee members and your local union officials will be selling tickets on the plant floor and in the mezzanine starting the week of July 18th.  

STANDING COMMITTEE SIGN-UP

The dates for signing up for all Standing Committees are July 26, 2010 –August 6, 2010 at the union hall from       8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

THE SCHEDULE FOR THE UPCOMING DISTRICT ELECTIONS AGREED UPON BY THE ELECTION COMMITTEE  

POLLS OPEN AT 4:00A.M. - 7:00P.M. FOR ALL ELECTION   

Premier Janitorial Services 1st & 2nd shift Stewards and alternates - July 26th & the run-off on August 2nd.

Skilled trades committeeperson & alternate – July 27th & the run-off August 3rd.

Committeeperson & alternate for Paint & Pre-Delivery –August 10th & run-off on August 17th. 

Committeeperson & alternate for all Body Shop, MP&L and Sequence Center – August 10th & run-off on August 17th. 

Committeeperson & alternate for Chassis, Motor-line and Sub-frame – August 24th & the run-off on August 31st. 

Committeeperson & alternate for all of Trim dept, Door line, IP line Trim repair and Chassis Shop Floor-August 24th & run-off on August 31st.

UAW LOCAL 551 SUMMER PICNIC

The local’s annual summer picnic is scheduled for this Saturday, June 26, 2010 from 12:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. The location is Green Lake Woods Forest Preserve in Calumet City, IL on the corner of Torrence Ave & 159th street across from River Oaks shopping Mall. This year’s activities include rock climbing, inflatable slides, relay races, totally trivia, bingo, live DJ, Wii Give-Away, bean bag toss, a basketball tournament and more. Some of the food on the menu will be barbecue chicken quarters, beef hotdogs, turkey burgers, hamburgers, roasted corn, baked beans, watermelon, cotton candy, funnel cakes and various beverages. Swimming is also available for a small fee; this activity is provided by the forest preserve. I encourage everyone to come out and enjoy these activities with your immediate family members and UAW Brothers and Sisters. Wristbands will be available at the welcome booth before you enter the picnic site. Wristbands are required to eat and participate in any activities at the picnic. I hope to see you there, if not enjoy your two weeks off and return safely to work on July 12, 2010. 

NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING – JULY 15, 2010 AT 5:00 P.M. SHARP

IN SOLIDARITY,

CARLO BISHOP

PRESIDENT OF LOCAL 551

A REPORT ON THE 35TH CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION WILL BE ON THE LOCAL 551 WEBSITE: UAWLOCAL551

