  FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Local 551
I would like to thank the 110 members that took the time to attend the meeting held Sunday April 19, 2009. Considering there has not been a quorum since October of 2008. The 14 members of the Executive Board are committed to making decisions that benefit each member and safeguard our employment. The intent of these meeting is to provide a forum for you to question the decisions made on your behalf.  I would like to encourage all dues paying members to attend at least two meetings per year. You the membership are the highest authority and we want to represent you accurately. I, along with each elected official work for you since you selected us as your representatives. A special thanks goes out to the members that participated in the Workers Memorial Tribute held at 12:30 pm before Sunday’s meeting.  Several members participated along with Kelly Reffett. She was a guest speaker from the AFL-CIO. She spoke on the importance of remembering those Brother and Sisters of the UAW that were injured or lost over the years.
LOCAL 551’S UPCOMING COMMITTEE EVENTS
1. Local 551’s 1st Rummage Sale will be held in the union hall parking lot. This event is scheduled on Saturday May 2, 2009, from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Registration time is 9:00 am sharp on the day of the event the cost per space is $30.00. Please use this opportunity to clean out your garages and closets and get rid of those miscellaneous items that you are not using. This is an opportunity to make a profit while removing personal clutter.
2. Local 551’s Car, bike and truck show which will be held May 16, 2009 from 12:00pm to 6:00pm in the union hall’s parking lot. Registration for this event will be the day of the event for $10.00 per vehicle to enter the contest. I encourage members to clean up your toys and bring them out on that day and show off your accomplishments. Trophies will be awarded for the following classes; street, cruiser, custom, and classic.
The first and second events are sponsored by your hard working Conservation & Recreation Committee.  These fundraisers are held to raise money for the University of Chicago Hospitals Burn Unit. Food and beverages will be available at both events. 

3. A Labor History Bus Tour of Chicago is sponsored by the Education Committee. This event is scheduled for June 11, 2009 for more details see Ergo Rep Mike Elliott or Education Committee Chair Angela Dulaney.
4. Local 551’s 1st UAW Idol sponsored by the Veteran’s Committee. This event is scheduled for June 20, 2009 at the union hall starting at 10:00 am. The various talent groups judged are singing, comedy, dancing and tap. The entry fee for competitors is $10.00 per person. The proceeds from this competition go to the Veteran homes in Quincy, Il and Manteno, Il. For more details or a registration form see Sylvia Blanco the Chair of the Veteran’s Committee. This contest will have two Categories (ages 10 thru 16) and (ages 17 and up).

 UAW SUMMER PICNIC

The summer’s picnic will be held at Green Lake Woods. The location of the forest preserve is on 159th and Torrence Ave in Calumet City right across from River Oaks Shopping Mall. The date on the picnic is July 11, 2009 from 12:00 pm – 6:00 pm. The reason for the location change is because Wicker Park does not want any large corporate picnics on weekends. Their goal is let more members of their community have use of the park on weekends. Wicker Park would only offer me Friday dates for the rate of 3,000 dollars. This was more than the local paid last year. I feel keeping the picnic on Saturday is more convenient and fair for those members who bring their working spouses and family to the picnic. Flyers and posters will be posted in the plant with the picnic information and the dates that picnic wristbands will be available at the union hall. You must have a picnic wristband beforehand to attend this years picnic. Wristbands will be available for members of local 551 and their immediate family members not your friend’s and neighbors. Hope to see every one there myself and Carnell Howard the Chair of the Recreation Committee have worked hard on planning you a wonderful and fun picnic. 

APPOINTMENTS

The chairman and I have completed all appointments last week. We spent several hours reviewing all 63 candidates who turned in resumes. The following selections were agreed upon based on seniority, experience, education, work ethic and diversity among all appointed Reps.

Full-time Health & Safety Rep - Brian Robinson

Alternates Health & Safety Reps - Tom Lawrence & Nicole Sawyer    
Alternate Quality Rep – Reggie Pearson

Alternate Benefits Rep – Thomas Griffin  

After coming to an agreement on these individuals, myself and Ryan were told  by the International Union that due to the in-plant numbers and lack of training funds their will not be a need for an alternate ESSP Representative. This appointment will be reconsidered when a second shift is added. Willisha “Peaches” Ruff will assume the roll as the Full time Benefits/ESSP Representative. This move will create room for another district representative to be placed on the plant floor.

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON BYLAW CHANGES

I will not be chairing this meeting due to the fact that I will be on vacation. I strongly encourage all members to come out, exercise your right to vote on these possible changes, and consider the opinions of the current bylaw Committee members. These members were placed on this Committee because of their knowledge of the Constitution, the Bylaws, and the National Agreement. If you have any questions the Committee members are Trace Williams, Dawn Diggs, Carl Bishop, Tina Woods, Star Jones, Dave Schoenecker, Vicky Miles and Terrell Wilkerson. Enjoy your downtime and return safely to work on May 18, 2009.
The next General Membership meeting is May 17, 2009
2:00 pm sharp
Carlo Bishop                                   
Local 551 President    
