                                                   UPCOMING ELECTION UPDATE
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Local 551               



On February 18, 2010 there was a motion put on the floor to have nominations for the Election Committee and the Election of that Committee on the same day. In addition, the membership approved having nominations of Executive Board Officers and Delegates for the 35th Constitutional Convention on March 7, 2010. Furthermore the, dates set for the Election of Executive Board Officers and Delegates were set for April 20, 2010 with a run-off date of April 27, 2010 pending Internationals approval in that same motion. During discussions prior to this motion which was approved by the membership, questions arose about the notification to the membership about these elections and nominations. The Election Committee Chair Kim Finley and I started investigating this issue with the advice of our Regional Servicing Rep Tony Tallarita. The end result of our investigation determined that the best interest of the Local is to follow the guidelines of the Constitution, Local bylaws and the Guide for Local Union Election Committees and any applicable provisions of the Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act (LMRDA).
The March 7, 2010 date did not allow the Local enough time to give the entire membership a timely 7 day notice by mail. Members that are active or retired from Chicago Assembly and Chicago HVC, laid-off and members on medical leave have the right to be nominated, vote and run for office as long as they are in good standings. It is my goal is to meet all necessary standards and avoid any violations that would cause another over turned election at Local 551. On February 25, 2010 I called a special board meeting with the Executive Board Officers and the Chair of the election committee. The decision was made to have two special membership meetings. One for nominating and Electing our Election Committee on March 7, 2010 and a second special membership meeting on March 14, 2010 to nominate Officers of the executive board officers and delegates. Separation of the two meetings meets the guidelines of our local bylaws and will make the process smoother and less complicated. The next delay happened when Delaney’s printing was contacted to prepare the post cards for proper notification to the membership. This was the day following the special executive board meeting. Delaney’s could not commit to getting access to 4,800 postcards and having them printed to meet our March 7th notification deadline. The local then made efforts to purchase the post cards from various post offices and make sure they are printed to meet our new deadline. The first delay arose when HVC’s HR Manager could not provide a list of active, laid-off, members on medical and retiree’s until Monday March 1, 2010. For the entire past week, she was out of town. To prevent any complaints to the Labor Board, the new dates for nominating and electing our election committee is March 14, 2010 at 2:00p.m.  Nominations of Officers and Delegates will be on March 21, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. In the past it cost the local $69,345.46 for 2007 General Election and $40,658.83 for the 2008 overturned General election for a total of $110,004.29 because we did not have an accurate list of retiree’s from the Chicago HVC Plant. They were not notified properly. In the best interest of the local, I plan to do what is right and not make any mistakes on a rushed job in setting up this election. The letter requesting an early election for April 20, 2010 and combining the General election and delegates has been faxed to the Regional Director for his approval. I was told he was waiting on its arrival and that l should expect a quick response from him.  
The next General Membership Meeting is March 18, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. 
In Solidarity,
Carlo Bishop

Local 551 President
